
 Chipping Barnet Car Theft Reduction Plan – Dan Tomlinson MP 

Vehicle theft in Chipping Barnet has been too high - in recent years, we have had one of the highest 
rates of car theft in London. In 2023, there were 574 motor vehicle thefts. 

I’ve set an initial target for a sustained 25% fall from 2023 levels in vehicle theft in our constituency. 

I have spent the last year surveying constituents, meeting police & experts, lobbying the government, 
and running workshops to develop a plan to bring car theft down. There are four parts to the work: 

1. Tougher legislation 

Car theft in Barnet is dominated by organised criminal gangs – our laws need to catch-up: 

- On requests from myself and other MPs, the Crime and Policing Bill includes new provisions to 
ensure that electronic devices most frequently used in car theft will become illegal to own. 

- I have ensured with Ministers that there are adequate provisions to ensure that police can carry 
out relevant searches and make arrests. 
 

2. Smarter action 

I am working with the police and Council to develop new strategies to combat car theft locally: 

- I secured funding for a short-term focus on car theft, led to 40 arrests & 20 recovered vehicles  
- Local police are now using new and better methods to quickly recover tracked vehicles 
- The Council and police will collaborate more closely using the restored network of CCTV 

cameras to detect and track vehicle-related criminal activity  
- I have connected local police with other forces around the country that have had most success 

in reducing car theft 
- I will keep pushing the Met to improve the speed at which reported thefts are actioned 

 
3. Better protection 

We can all take action to prevent vehicles being stolen, and I’m helping to make that cheaper 

- I have negotiated an exclusive 25% discount for Chipping Barnet residents on Tracker 
technology (which makes stolen cars significantly more likely to be recovered) – enter discount 
code TRACKER25 at tracker.co.uk  

- I have asked police to issue up-to-date guidance on best preventative security equipment – 
current recommendation is Diskloks and Ghost Immobilisers are most effective. They also 
advise to ensure you have locked your car! 
 

4. Wider investigation 

Most car theft is carried out by organised criminal gangs (OCGs) who operate nationally and 
internationally - we need joined up investigation that goes beyond any one part of the country. 

- I have met with leading national organisations (NVCRP and NaVCIS), brought them into 
Parliament and connected them with local police in Barnet.  

- I will continue to encourage the Home Office to work with these groups to tackle vehicle crime 
on a national level 

With this plan, I am targeting a reduction in car theft by at least 25% by 2028. 


